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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sirs: 

Please enter the following Preliminary Amendment before examining the present 
application. 

In the Claims : 

Please add the following new claims: 

27. (New) A time-slot interchange switch, comprising: 

an internal frame alignment measurement and programming circuit that determines 
and stores a first frame delay associated with a first multi-frame data stream received by said 
switch in a frame delay register, and at least temporarily retains data that identifies presence 
of an unacceptable frame delay in the internal frame delay register. 

28. (New) The switch of Claim 27, wherein said internal frame alignment 
measurement and programming circuit comprises an error code register that retains the data; 
and wherein the data is accessible by a user. 

29. (New) The switch of Claim 28, wherein said internal frame alignment 
measurement and programming circuit comprises an internal frame alignment counter that 
determines a first frame delay associated with the first multi-frame data stream; wherein said 
frame delay register retains the first frame delay at a first location therein; and wherein said 
error code register retains a pointer having a value that indicates whether an unacceptable 
frame delay is present at the first location. 



In re: Dave MacAdam et al. 
Serial No.: To Be Assigned 
Filed: Concurrently Herewith 
Page 2 



30. (New) A time-slot interchange switch, comprising: 

an internal frame alignment measurement and programming circuit that determines 
and then stores a plurality of acceptable frame delays associated with a first plurality of 
multi-frame data streams received by said switch and determines and then stores an 
unacceptable frame delay associated with a multi-frame data stream having a delay that 
exceeds a maximum delay rating of said switch. 
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